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Today’s presentation is located at: 
 
 

Arrivals 
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 ... Define interculturality for the language classroom.  
 
 …design tasks that engage my students in meaningful activities 

that develop interculturality. 
 
 …facilitate the transformation of students’ perspectives 

regarding interculturality. 
 
 …develop activities to help students gain a deeper 

understanding of their own culture.  
 
 

Webinar Targeted Learning Objectives: 
I can… 
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INTERCULTURALITY:  

Where Language and Culture Meet 
 

Dr. 
Jacque 
Van 
Houten  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lang & culture are intricately intertwinedNot taught in isolation or reserved for Fridays or as a reward for having mastered the grammar.Cult IS the vehicle to teach language. Today we are going to look at PPP, but also delve further into those deeper underpinnings of culture—primarily the practices and perspectives



WHY SHOULD THERE BE AN INTERCULTURAL 
FOCUS ON LANGUAGE EDUCATION? 

ACTFL 
Standards 

LANGUAGE & 
CULTURE 

GLOBALIZATION 
UNDERSTANDING 
ONE’S OWN  
CULTURE 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why interculturality?This fits well within the national standards, thematic teaching, backwards design, PBL and many other things that are trending in the language classroom.One of ways in which we can start to teach global competencyOpens doors for understanding and one’s own culture.



Where are you in “the flight”? 

Taxi 

Take-off 

Cruise 

Landing 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s examine where we are on this continuum of teaching culture in our own classrooms.And it really is a continuum because we are not always knowledgeable about all of the target cultures.How can we be?Not a realistic goal, but we can teach to our strengths.As you think about your own strengths and weaknesses, think about what will pique your students’ interest. That is just as keyAs what you will able to share with them. Oftentimes, this is an area where teacher and students learn together. Nothing wrong with that. What I am going to share with you later on about integrated art, I learned from reading my students’ papers over the years and doing research along with them. So let’s take a look at some cultural phenomenon that you might like to teach or already be teaching in your courses. 



 
TAKING FLIGHT: Reflecting on the Teaching of 
Culture 
   A continuum of interculturality 

• Taxi 
• Identify products and some practices 

• Take-off 
• Transforming cultural perspectives; understand the three P’s. 

• Cruising altitude 
• Implementation 

• Landing 
• Scaffolding and differentiation interculturality 

• View the list and identify your comfort zone with teaching 
these concepts; you must place one sticky note in each of 
the four.  
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Commonly Taught Cultural P P P 
SPANISH 

• Mate ritual 

• Tapear 

• Las Posadas 

• Afro-Caribbean Music 

and Poetry 

• Inti-Raymi Festival, Perú 

• Dia de los muertos 

• Flamenco 

• La Tomatina 

• San Fermín 

• Carnaval de Oruro, 

Bolivia 

• La piñata 

FRENCH 
 

• Mardi Gras 

• Bastille Day 

• The history of chocolate 

in Belgium 

• Fashion  

• Art in the Louvre 

• Social Structure and 

Values in Madagascar 

• Gauguin in Tahiti 

• French Colonialism in 

Martinique 

• Le Petit Prince 
  
  

GERMAN 

• Oktoberfest 

• Fasching 

• The Holocoust 

• The Swiss Confederacy  

• Schultüte 

• Neuschwanstein 

• The Berlin Wall 

• Life and Times of Martin 

Luther 

• The Enlightenment 

• Brecht’s Threepenny 
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WHY SHOULD THERE BE AN INTERCULTURAL FOCUS ON 
LANGUAGE EDUCATION? 

GRAMMATICAL ERRORS ARE LESS LIKELY TO 
OFFEND, BUT CULTURAL GAFFES SURELY WILL 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKb2oiJluLkWhat is Aleppo



 Teaching       Teaching 
 Culture                     VS           Interculturality 

Products 
Practices  

Perspectives 

Language Skills 
& knowledge in 

order to 
Interact 

appropriately 

10 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Interculturality moves us beyond the 3 Ps.As you see in this graphic, it is knowing more about how to interact; it’s a skill setKnowing the how and why about cultural beliefs, practices, customs, values



Intercultural Communicative Competence: 
Where Language and Culture Meet 

Working together 
for a 

common purpose 

Openness 
Curiosity 
Empathy 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some of the long-term goals out students will benefit from are developing the openness, curiosity and empathy for other cuturesSo that they can better function in a global world. Isn’t that really what we have always been trying to achieve though language instruction?



Intercultural Communicative Competence: 
Where Language and Culture Meet 

Becoming a 
mediator 

Explaining/ 
interpreting 

different 
perspectives 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This would be the ultimate goal..the student as a the mediator. This is not likely to happen in a K-12 classroom, but it’s a reasonable goal for our students as they move on to higher ed, study abroad and find their niche in the workplace, which will quite likely require a working knowledge of language and culture. 



INTERCULTURALLY COMPETENT LANGUAGE 
USERS… 

Possess skills, attitudes, values and 
knowledge about the culture 
 
Turn intercultural encounters into 
Intercultural relationships 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
 I am sure some of you on this webinar are thinking—this all sounds nice, but how can I possibly give up class time to do this right?I would argue how can you NOT?  You’re  not giving up anything; you’re enriching, you’re helping the student to connect to the target culture and developing many of those skills that every language teacher would like to see in their students: communication, connections, tolerance (even acceptance), curiosity, literacy and many more associated skills.



     
Making Culture Transformative 
    ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 
• What attitudes and behaviors should a teacher model to 

promote interculturality? 
• How do we deepen cultural understandings and values? 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
When I use the work transformative I mean experiential learning that will reshape the way the student looks at the target culture.Not a broad brushstroke of cultural tidbits, but rather a deeper understanding about how people live and interact in the target culture. To do this, we must address cultural aspects like attitudes, value systems, beliefs. Otherwise “culture” may be seen as just another “weird thing they do in a far away place.”  How many times have your students asked- why do “they” do it that way? I know mine ask that all the time, which tells me that at least I have got them questioning and thinking about cultural practices. Those are those teachable moments that we must seize.



How many did you score correctly? 
What did you learn about culture? 

AMSCO 
Three Years 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
I want to share  a cultural exercise with  you from a workbook that has been around for many years.What is/was the purpose of this? I would venture to say—trivia contest. While trivia can be fun in the classroom, it’s not transformative (Like I just mentioned), there is no buy-from the student because there is no connect to real life and there is no purpose to matching up these words & phrases. If if you score 100%, what have you learned about the target culture?  Very little I would argue. 



Scenario #1: 

•Mr. A. plays a song from the target 
culture and students complete a 
cloze exercise that asks them to 
listen to the song and fill in the 
blanks of the written song lyrics as 
they listen.  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s now look at 3 scenarios from 3 different language classrooms. My question for you is—Whose class do you want to be in? In whose class are you going to take away something about cultural practices and perspectives?We’ve all done cloze activites—some would argue they hone listening skills. Others would say the reinforce grammatical structures. Because afterall, the teacher chose this song from many others on youtube because the lyrics repeat the present perfect subjunctive, for example. In all honesty, I can’t recall a single song that helped me learn subjunctive. More often that not, their interest is going to be piqued by the artists, what he/she is wearing, their dance moves and the rhythm of the beat….and most certainly the imagines that are in the music video. We’re teaching digital natives remember…they like and expect multiple levels of sensory input!



Scenario #2 
Mr. J. fills a basket in the front of 
the room with products found in 
France and invites students to 
come up, one-by-one, select an 
item, and describe it. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
#2- Is this culture? Or Not so much? Is this interculturality as we defined it earlier? Close, but we’ re not there yet. I actually saw this lesson from a 4th-grade French teacher in my own school district. I would consider her to be among the best teachers in my district. I saw a class entirely in  French, high level of student engagement, collaborative learning, standards-based instruction, and many other commendable best practices. What’s miss here is the context of the task. Why are the students doing this? Why would they ever need to do this task? Perhaps set this up as a shopping trip to the market? She did do a nice job of comparisons; the students had to identify products grown in our state vs the ones that were produced in France.



Scenario #3 
Mrs. H. invites students to a 
traditional Japanese tea service and 
students jot down observations about 
how the tea is prepared, served and 
consumed.  Students then compare 
this practice to a cultural ritual in 
their own culture (communion, tapas, 
etc) 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Take a moment and read scenario #3 to yourself.What is it about this lesson that would make you want to be a part of the class?Why is this lesson more transformative? How could it be scaffolded? (jotting down, vs partner share, KWL /graphic organizer)Relevance, helps the student understand beyond a surface level understanding and explains knowing how and why ppl behave the way they do in the target community.



Teaching Interculturality  
2017 

Imaginez 
• Parkour 
• http://bitcast-

a.bitgravity.com/vhl/flash/video_activity/1012094/videoplayer
.html?webvideo=u1_video_L 

• Why is authentic media more effective? 
• Personalization 
• More relevant 
• More engaging 
• More “kid to kid” not teacher talk 
• Teacher is the facilitator 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s look at a concrete example of how to do this.Why is authentic media more effective? I think the answer is obvious. Granted, we as the teacher may not have a vested interest in Parkour, but your students do. This is their reality. Seeing young kids in France talk about this innovative sport will pique their interests. Personalized—relevant—engaging—kid 2 kid – they teacher becomes the facilitator

http://bitcast-a.bitgravity.com/vhl/flash/video_activity/1012094/videoplayer.html?webvideo=u1_video_L
http://bitcast-a.bitgravity.com/vhl/flash/video_activity/1012094/videoplayer.html?webvideo=u1_video_L
http://bitcast-a.bitgravity.com/vhl/flash/video_activity/1012094/videoplayer.html?webvideo=u1_video_L


 
Teaching Interculturality in 2017 

News and Cultural Updates-Descubre I – September 2016 
¿Aló La Habana? Cuba y EE UU ya tienen conexión directa para 

llamadas 
 • El PAIS 12 de marzo 2015 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
You may be aware that starting last fall, Descubre 2016 and beyond have news and cultural updates. This is a great way to develop interculturalityStarting with level 1. It contains an article that is level-appropriate about current events in the sPanish-speaking world. 



Back to Basics:  The three P’s 
• Cultural Perspectives are the “traditional ideas, attitudes, and 

values of a culture.”  
 

• Cultural practices are the “patterns of behavior accepted by a 
given society” and define the way individuals interact with each 
other. “…they represent the knowledge of what to do when and 
where.”   
 

• Cultural products are the pieces of the culture, both tangible, and 
intangible that reflect the perspectives of the culture and are used 
in the practices.    
 

 

http://www.nclrc.org/TeachingWorldLanguages/TWL_English/index.html   
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http://www.nclrc.org/TeachingWorldLanguages/TWL_English/index.html


Defining Products, Practices and Perspectives 

22 



     
Scaffolding Interculturality 
    ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 

•How can teachers foster intercultural 
awareness among novice learners? 

 
•How can we use authentic sources to 
spiral the teaching of interculturality? 
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SCAFFOLDING CULTURE 
 
EL DIA DE LOS MUERTOS 

• Novice Level 
• Vamos a aprender acerca de la celebración; Los aspectos religiosos, 

y vamos a hablar de la importancia de la ofrenda.  
 

24 



  SCAFFOLDING CULTURE 
EL DIA DE LOS MUERTOS 
• Intermediate Level 

• Leeremos el ensayo de Octavio Paz; El día de los muertos [en 
inglés] y haremos una comparación cultural entre las práticas  
relacionadas con esta celebración y nuestra propia cultura.  
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  SCAFFOLDING CULTURE 
EL DIA DE LOS MUERTOS 
• Pre-Advanced/AP 

• Empezaremos con el trailer de la película “Volver” donde vemos a 
las mujeres limpiando las lápidas en el camposanto.  Después 
responderemos a la siguiente pregunta: ¿Cómo es la perspectiva 
de la muerte más humanizada o demistificada en esta escena?  
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Making the Classic Modern 
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Campañas de marketing 
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 ¿Cómo son las estrategias de marketing y los 
medios de comunicación influidos por las obras de 

arte?  
La creación de Adán 

Miguel Ángel 
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Las meninas 
Diego Velázquez 
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CEPSA 
¡ENHORABUENA CAMPEONES! 
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           ¡Si ella puede, tú podrás también                          Únete  a Mountainside Fitness! 
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El aguador de Fiji 
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1. How do you define art? 
 
2. When you think of art, what first comes to mind? 
 
3. Do you have a favorite artist? What do you 
admire about their work? 
 
4. How does art reflect culture 

Essential Questions - Novice 
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Los músicos  
Pablo Picasso y Fernando Botero 
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Level II      Student Samples 
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Vocabulary - Novice 
•Ser 
•Estar 
•Hay 
•Llevar 
•Tener 
•Tocar  
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Useful Words to Make a Comparison: 
 
“Hoy vamos a comparar dos obras de arte…” 

• Ambas 
obras/pinturas 

• En 
comparación 

• En la obra de 
Botero 

• Más….que 
 

En las dos 
obras/pinturas 
En la obra de Picasso 
…mientras (que) 
en… 
Menos…que 
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¿Cómo es el arte un reflejo de su cultura? 
 
 •The Old Guitarist” de Pablo Picasso 

•Músicos” de Fernando Botero. 
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Anota, para cada obra, palabras de vocabulario e 
ideas que reflejen las dos pinturas.  
 

“The Old 
Guitarist” 

“Músicos” 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

Ten en cuenta las siguientes preguntas: 
• ¿Cuántas figuras hay? 
• ¿Cómo son? 
• ¿Qué tocan? 
• ¿Cómo se visten? 
• ¿Cuáles son los colores 

predominantes? 
•  ¿Qué te hace sentir? 
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Pablo Picasso 
“The Old Guitarist” 

Fernando Botero 
      “Músicos” 
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Sample student work – Novice 
2:00 
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Where Cultural Proficiency meets Language 
Proficiency 

Dr. Jacque Van 
Houten 
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Where Cultural Proficiency meets Language 
Proficiency 

Dr. Jacque 
Van Houten 
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Where Cultural Proficiency meets Language 
Proficiency 

Dr. Jacque 
Van 
Houten 
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Where Cultural Proficiency meets Language 
Proficiency 

Dr. Jacque 
Van Houten 
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Where Cultural Proficiency meets Language 
Proficiency 

Dr. 
Jacque 
Van 
Houten 
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TODAY’S PRESENTATION IS LOCATED 
AT 

Arrivals 
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THANK YOU, VISTA HIGHER LEARNING 

and THANK YOU FOR JOINING US TODAY. 
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